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say where he could be found.   At last the Minister lost
his temper, and was able eventually to communicate the
incredible news to M. Reynaud.
Ah !   That day of May i6th, especially that morning !
The news spread hi fragments, no one knew exactly
how, like bits of a big shell falling about one's ears.
" Rethel has been overrun/*
" The Germans are at Laon."
" They'll be in Paris this evening."
" Herriot said to a friend : * Before two o'clock I advise
you to leave Paris/ "
" The sitting of the Chamber has been cancelled/'
It was rumours of that kind with which we were harassed.
In the form they were bandied about they were false.   But
there was a basis of truth underneath.
This much was true': on May i6th Parliament was to
reassemble after the recess, and a sitting was announced
for three o'clock. Warned by M. Paul Reynaud and
summoned to his official quarters, M. Herriot, Speaker of
the Chamber, and M. Jeanneney, Speaker of the Senate,
there met the whole body of Ministers. M. Herriot had
left the Palais Bourbon leaving his colleagues in doubt
over the possible adjournment of the sitting, which, added
to the other rumours, allowed all manner of suppositions
to be set afoot.
At the Ministry of Information, where, whatever people
might say, there really was a little information available
occasionally, a far-seeing Minister had said to certain of
his collaborators as he set off to join his colleagues at the
Quai d'Orsay: " Perhaps circumstances will lead us to leave-
Paris soon. Who knows ? This evening. . . . I'll Id you
know. Then we shall have to tell the newspapers that they
must withdraw to the provinces."
The newspapers were told fast enough.   General con-
fusion.   Everyone was agog with the news, and it was
not all just a yarn.
Two members of the Government were to have had